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Re: H.B. No. 5325 (RAISED) AN ACT REQUIRING THE COMMISSIONER OF ENERGY 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 

HYDROPOWER. 

I am writing in support of Raised Bill 5325 to develop recommendations and include small 

hydropower projects in good energy policy for our state. The existing fleet of hydropower 

projects across Connecticut represent the only renewable energy resource in state that can run 24 

hours a day, seven days a week, regardless of intermittent sunlight or wind. This baseload green 

already exists and does not require significant capital investment or a large carbon footprint to 

build out. Yet Connecticut’s current energy policy does not recognize the value hydropower 

brings to our state. Our neighbors in Massachusetts and Rhode Island both have energy policy to 

support their state’s hydropower assets. Connecticut’s lack of supportive policy has already 

resulted in the steady decline of hydropower. Hydropower has the following benefits for the 

state: 

➢ Existing 24/7, baseload generation producing carbon free energy now and for the future 

➢ Hydropower owners provide significant funding for fish passage, dam maintenance, 

safety and recreation 

➢ Non powered dams often become abandoned and a costly burden for the state 

➢ The loss of Connecticut’s baseload hydropower projects would require a large, natural 

gas fired generation plant for replacement 

➢ Hydropower stations clean tons of garbage out of the rivers system each year 

➢ Hydropower supports local businesses and services 

Energy Stream and Saywatt Hydroelectric represent 840 kw and 3.8 million kW hours of green 

energy. Although located in Connecticut, most of the energy produced at these projects is not 

eligible in Connecticut’s Renewable Portfolio Standard and current wholesale energy prices will 

not sustain future operations. 

If future policy is not enacted, these projects and many more may have to cease production as 

many hydropower projects already have. At this transitional time in our world of energy choices, 

it would be sound energy policy to protect these valuable hydropower assets. 
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